      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 15th May 2017 in Rufford Village Hall
Present: Cllrs. Bycroft, Clarke, Cummings, Gordon (Chairman), Pickavance
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham   
There were two members of the public.

380/17 To consider a new chairman.

It was resolved that the council voted in Cllr. Gordon as Chairman for another twelve months who then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

381/17  To receive apologies:
Cllr. Fairclough
LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope
382/17         To consider and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 24th April 2017.                
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 24th April 2017 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
383/17         To receive Declaration of Interest
Cllr. Gordon stated he would abstain from voting on planning application No. 2017/0320/FUL  14, Thornton Close, Rufford, due to personal interest.
384/17      To consider voting on of a vice chairman.

It was resolved that the council voted in Cllr. Bycroft as Vice Chairman for twelve months.

385/17  To consider voting in of the Parish Council committee. (see enclosed Election of Councillors 2017)

It was resolved the Council voted in the Parish Council Committee.
386/17  To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
The meeting was adjourned.
Karen Ashcroft, Rufford Village Hall committee, thought it was not advisable to use the Village Hall in extreme emergency situations due to the pre-school children’s group etc.

The meeting was reconvened.

387/17      To consider planning applications as below:

2017/0400/FUL  90, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Demolition of existing garage and construction of two storey side extension and front porch.
It was resolved that this council  should support the above mentioned  application.  
2017/0448/COU Firtree Nurseries, Holmeswood Road, Rufford

Retrospective planning application to change use from glasshouse to retail garden centre.

It was resolved that this council  should support the above mentioned  application.  
2017/0299/FUL 88, Brick Kiln Lane, Rufford

Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of two storey rear extension together with erection of glazed front porch.

It was resolved that this council  should support the above mentioned  application.  
2017/0320/FUL 14, Thornton Close, Rufford

Extend wall of front bay window to end of house and install new window.

It was resolved that this council  should support the above mentioned  application.  
Ongoing planning appeals.

NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
2017/0227/COU  Land to rear of 221 to 227 Liverpool Road, Rufford

Construction of an outbuilding and formation of pond.

Planning decisions refused.

2017/0313/PNH  231, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Extension of dwelling house

388/17      To authorise payments of the following accounts:

022204   B.Mawdsley      Park maintenance
                                        
£120.00

022205   K Newsham Salary, expenses and administration


£634.24

022206   CJ Pennington  grass cutting  April




£457.20

022207   Village Society – towards signage Rufford station


£500.00

022208   Acorn maintenance  painting of white bollards-Rufford park
£130.00

022209   Clerks and Council Direct magazine



£12.00


022210   CPRE  yearly membership





£50.00

022213   Holmeswood Primary School new electrodes etc/defibrillators
£250.00 (no VAT)
It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.

WLBC  concurrent grant credit 1st instalment 2017/18


£961.50

389/17  Flood Risk
NONE

390/17     Highways and footpaths
Closure of Station Rd. for level crossing maintenance 19/06/17 – 21/06/17 from 23:25 until 06:25.

Alternative route will be on parish noticeboard

The Council noted the information.
391/17   Public footpaths  
NONE

392/17       Village Halls

            Rufford
 NONE

            Holmeswood
Thank you letter from the bowling club

The Council noted the letter.

Cllr. Cummings provided a contact for funding with regards to Village Halls – GD Funding www.g.d.funding.co.uk. Contact Andrew Swarbrick 07792 951161

The Council thanked Cllr. Cummings for this information.
393/17      Recreation grounds
NONE
394/17        Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors

NONE
395/17 Village Society/ Friends of Rufford Station
The Council discussed finger signage post on the railway station showing marina, Fettlers Wharf, Rufford Old Hall, Mere Sands Wood, Rufford Village Hall, Holmeswood Village Hall, Rufford Cricket Club etc.

It was resolved by the Council to allow the Clerk £200.00 for a consultation fee for LCC Highways to carry out a survey etc.
396/17       To note and approve the clerk’s report.

NONE
397/17       To note police information
No police or PCSO was in attendance and no police crime figures were supplied.

398/17     To note the date of the next meeting  of the Parish Council Meeting scheduled for 19th June  2017.
It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 19th June 2017
Chairman closed the meeting  at 7.55pm
_______________________
Chairman’s signature and date
